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Reforming our broken welfare system was
the right thing to do. Now we must finish
the job. Today I am pleased to unveil the
final rules that will carry out the welfare re-
form bill I signed into law in 1996. This major
new regulation does two important things.
First, it enforces strict State work require-
ments and holds States accountable for mov-
ing people from the welfare rolls to the work-
place. Second, the new regulation makes it
easier for States to use their welfare block
grant to pay for child care, for transportation,
for job retention services, to help people who
have left welfare stay off the rolls and help
families from going on welfare in the first
place.

This regulation says loud and clear: People
ought to get paychecks, not welfare checks.
But to finish the job on welfare reform, we
must press on in our efforts to restore re-
sponsibility and make work a way of life again
for all Americans. Now, in this time of great
prosperity, with our economy booming and
our confidence high, we can’t afford to leave
anyone behind.

One of the biggest obstacles facing all
working families is finding child care they can
afford and trust. I’m pleased that the Senate
recently approved with bipartisan support
significant new funding to help low income
families pay for child care. I hope Congress
takes this critical step to give America’s work-
ing families the support they need to thrive.
Frankly, I hope they will also pass the rest
of my child care proposal to give tax credits
and other support to working families. That
will help more people move from welfare to
work and stay off welfare.

Finally, we can’t finish the job of welfare
reform without doing more to help people
who have the hardest time moving from wel-
fare to work, those who live in the poorest
neighborhoods and have the poorest job
skills. That’s why I call on Congress to pass
my plan to extend the Labor Department’s
Welfare to Work program and to fully fund
my proposal to provide transportation grants
and housing vouchers that will help more
Americans leave welfare behind by getting
from where they are to where the jobs are.

With these steps, we can make the legacy
of welfare dependency a memory of the 20th

century and build a community of work and
responsibility in the 21st century.

Thank for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:50 p.m.
on April 9 in the administrative offices of Memo-
rial Hall in Philadelphia, PA, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m. on April 10. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
April 9 but was embargoed for release until the
broadcast.

Joint Statement by President Bill
Clinton and Premier Zhu Rongji
April 10, 1999

On the occasion of the signing of the
Agreement on U.S. China Agricultural Co-
operation, President Bill Clinton and Pre-
mier Zhu Rongji reaffirmed that the United
States and the People’s Republic of China
have advanced substantially their common
goal of China’s accession to the World Trade
Organization (WTO). This Agreement and
the significant consensus achieved on a broad
range of market access and Protocol issues
have further advanced that goal. President
Clinton and Premier Zhu welcome this sig-
nificant progress. The United States strongly
supports the accession of the People’s Re-
public of China to the WTO in 1999. There-
fore, President Clinton and Premier Zhu in-
struct their trade ministers to continue bilat-
eral negotiations in order to satisfactorily re-
solve the important remaining issues and
reach agreement on strong commercial terms
as soon as possible.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Observance of
Orthodox Easter
April 11, 1999

I wish to send a warm message of greetings
today to the 6 million Orthodox Christian
Americans and the quarter-billion Orthodox
Christians around the world, as they gather
to proclaim that ‘‘Christ has Risen.’’

I know the feeling of joy that comes on
Easter Sunday, when we celebrate the mir-
acle of Jesus’ Resurrection and His gift to
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